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the inhabitants of that city, but without doing them
any hurt, because all their teeth were broke, as were
those of the brazen serpent.

Talismans are distinguished into three sorts, viz.,
astronomical, magical, and mixed: the astronomi-
cal are referred to signs of celestial constellations,
which are engraven with other figures, and some
intelligible characters : the magical have extraor-
dinary figures with superstitious words, and the
names of unknown angels : the mixed are composed
of signs and barbarous names, but which are neither
superstitious, or of unknown angels. They bury
them in the earth, or in the squares of public places,
or they may carry them about them. Some have
believed that Apollonius Tyanaeus was the first au-
thor of the talismans, but others are of opinion that
the Egyptians were the inventers of them, which
Herodotus seems to insinuate in the second book of
Ids history, when he says, this people having first of
all given names to the twelve celestial gods, did
likewise engrave animals on stones. The inhabit-
ants of the island of Samothracia made talismans
with gold rings, which had iron set in them instead
of precious stones : Petronius speaks of it, when he
says, that Trimalcio carried a gold ring set with
stars of iron. The gods, which they called the gods
of Samothracia, were those that presided over the
science of the talismans, which is confirmed by the
inscriptions of those three altars whereof Tertullian
speaks. Before the pillars, saith he, there are three
great altars, dedicated to three sorts of gods, which
they call great, and mighty, and strong, and which
are believed to be those of Samothracia. Apollonius
makes mention of three divinities, to whom he join-
eth Mercury, and relateth the barbarous names of
those gods, which it was prohibited to reveal, viz.,
Axierus, Axiocerso, Axiocersus, and Casmilus,
which, he says, are Ceres, Proserpina, Pluto, and